
       

WACO MONTESSORI SCHOOL 
1920 Columbus Avenue  Waco, Texas 76701  254.754.3966 

 

 

Dear WMS Parents, 

 

On August 21, 2017, North America will experience an eclipse of the sun. This event is being 

called “The Great American Solar Eclipse,” because it is the first time since 1918 a solar eclipse 

will be visible on a path across the entire continental United States.  According to 

https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/in/usa/waco, the eclipse will start in our area around 

11:40am, the maximum point of the eclipse will occur around 1:10pm, and the eclipse will end 

around 2:39pm. 

 

While we appreciate the “once-in-a-lifetime” aspect of this event, safety is always a top priority.  

Once the eclipse begins, we will not allow children outside unless they are accompanied by a 

parent. If a parent would like to pick up their child, or visit them to supervise their viewing of the 

eclipse, you are welcome to do so. Please be sure to follow our normal visiting, pick-up, and 

dismissal procedures (Handbook pages 14 and 29).  

 

Please communicate with your child the importance of following the safety precautions provided 

below: 

  Do not look directly into the sun during the solar eclipse, as it could be harmful to your vision. 

  Do not look into the sun without proper eye protection. 

  Do not look at the sun through a telescope or binoculars. 

  Do not look at the sun through sunglasses, smoked glasses, or welder’s glasses. 

  Do not look at the sun through a camera or smartphone. 

 

Below is a link to the Department of Health for additional information including 

recommendations for safe viewing of the eclipse. 

 

http://www.eclipse2017.org 

 

We will provide our students with the opportunity to view the eclipse coverage via the following 

NASA link: https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-live-stream.  

 

We appreciate your understanding. Please contact your child’s teacher or an administrator with 

any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Shirley Jansing 

Head of School 
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